
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Editorial Notes. 325 



»EDITOOTIx-M?OTES.-<. 



The End of the Current Volume. — With this number Tiie Hebrew Student 
closes its second volume. It is believed that the journal has come to occupy a 
recognized position among periodicals. Certainly no more appreciative reception 
could have been expected for it than that which it has received. Whether this 
has been deserved may, of course, be a question; but this, at all events, is true: 
that the motive which prompted the institution of the journal has been recognized 
as one worthy of encouragement. Many, even among those who were directly in- 
terested in the undertaking, doubted the possibility of its being made a success. 
It was not certain that sufficient matter of a suitable character could be obtained 
to authorize the publication of a monthly. It was also doubted whether a constitu- 
ency sufficiently large could be secured to furnish a financial basis. We believe 
that a reasonable degree of success has attended our efforts in both of these direc- 
tions. It would be difficult to find contributions of a higher class than those 
which have appeared in the pages of the present volume. A glance at the Table 
of Contents, or at the Index will satisfy, we are persuaded, even the most critical. 
We hope, however, to make the next volume more varied and interesting. New 
features will be added, and, in some of the departments, much improvement may 
be expected. It is not easy to establish financially a journal of this character. If 
this had been accomplished in eighteen months it would have seemed miraculous. 
The undertaking is especially difficult from the fact of the exceedingly low sub- 
scription price. The increase has been a regular, and even rapid, one. It is 
necessary, however, that the friends of the journal render telling service in this 
regard. Much, it is true, has already been done, but there yet remains much to 
do. 



The Study of Arabic. — This age is an exceedingly practical one. Very little 
study is carried on for the sake of the study itself. It must have some practical 
bearing upon a definite end which is in the mind of the student. Perhaps it is 
better that this should be so. Judged in this light, of what service is the study of 
Arabic? It may be said, first, that for the sake of the Arabic literature, it is well 
worth while to study the language. The richness and variety of the literature is 
proverbial. Almost countless are the works of poetry, philology, history, geogra- 
phy, mathematics and astronomy. It is true that the literature does not go back 
much farther than the time of Mohammed, and that, by the fourteenth century, it 
had passed its acme; it is, however, to be remembered that those who speak it to- 
day occupy a large portion of the earth's surface, and that it is the ecclesiastical 
language of one of the most wide-spread religions upon the globe. But not only 
is the literature a rich one; the language itself is rich almost beyond belief. It has 
a vocabulary of 60,000 words, a variety of expression unequalled in any other 
language. It is said that for sword, there are 1000 terms; for lion, 500; for misfor- 
tune, 400; for serpent, 200. A second reason for the study of Arabic is the use, 
which may be made of the knowledge thus gained in determining the meaning of 
Hebrew words. As all know, the list of words which occur but once or twice in 



